OBITUARIES – SSCS ALUMNI


Ruth Milks Ullman, 88, of Schenectady, NY, died October 12, 2009 after a long illness.  The third of five daughters of Roland and Della Milks, she was raised in Sharon Springs and was a graduate of the SSCS Class of 1938.  She loved sports and was an avid and accomplished golfer throughout her life.  She married Joel Ullman in 1941.  He predeceased her in 1977.  Ruth worked at Central National Bank in Canajoharie for many years and thereafter for over 25 years at Schenectady International Corporation.  She is survived by her sister, Mabel Chase’43 (Jack) of Milford and several nieces and nephews.  She was predeceased by her sisters Leta LaGuardia’34, Edith Spraker’36, and Alice Putnam’40.
Robert M. Cummings, 76, died May 13, 2010, at his home in Sharon Springs after a long illness.  He was the son of the late Marvin and Laura Cummings.  He was a graduate of the SSCS Class of 1952.  A longtime dairy farmer in the area he also worked in construction for Harvest Homes in Delanson.  Survivors include his wife, Mabel Judd’56; daughter Lori Cross’88; sons Patrick ’80, Robert Jr., and Dean; two brothers Walter’41 and Francis’54; three sisters Bernice Garth’50, Elizabeth Tyler’45, and Fannie Jones’44; and ten grandchildren.  He was predeceased by two sons Dennis and Timothy.  Memorial contributions may be made to the Sharon Springs Volunteer Rescue Squad, PO Box 154, Sharon Springs.
Gerald E. Nikolaus, 70, of Eureka, Montana died June 1, 2010.  He was the son of Ernest and Ester Nikolaus and graduated from SSCS Class of 1958.  He served four years in the US Air Force and while serving in Glasgow, met and married Marilyn Taylor in 1960.  They moved to Eureka in 1971 where he was an auto mechanic operating his own repair shop for over 35 years.  He was predeceased by his wife, one grandson, and two brothers, George’60 and James’71.  Survivors include four children and five grandchildren.  Also surviving are sisters and brothers Mary Jane Gates’56, Paul’64, Charles’64, Philip’67, Thelma Hornauer’67, Sally Crosby’69, and Ruth Tradwell’77.  Memorial contributions may be made to the Sharon Springs Central School Alumni Association.

Willard G. Lynk, 80, died July 12, 2010 at his residence, after a long illness.  He was the son of the late Charles and Ruth Lynk.  He was a graduate of SSCS Class of 1946.  He was the fourth generation to live at Lynkholm Farm established in 1859.  A breeder of registered Holstein cattle, he was a member of the NYS Holstein Assoc., an active member and had served as officer of the Schoharie Co. Holstein Club, and served several years on the Schoharie Co. Extension Committee.  He was a lifelong Democrat and was a town committeeman for his party.  He was a fire commissioner for the SS Fire Dist. for 18 years.  He also served on the committee that drew up the zoning plan for the town of Sharon.  His avocations were reading, baseball, and bowling.  He played baseball until age thirty and bowled in leagues for over 60 years and was elected to the Schoharie Co. Bowling Hall of Fame in 1994.  He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Janet Carhart, three children, Thomas(DVM)’74, Christine Bannister’76, and James’81, twelve grandchildren, one great-grandchild, brother Robert(DVM)’50, and sister Susan Kersmanc’62.  Memorial contributions may be made to St. Matthew’s Memorial Fund, the Sharon Springs Rescue Squad, or Catskill Area Hospice.
Muriel Beroff Williams, 81 of Palatine Bridge, NY, died August 3, 2010 following a brief illness.  She was the daughter of Paul and Elizabeth Beroff and was a graduate of SSCS Class of 1946.  She worked for Beech-Nut in Canajoharie for 27 years and was a member of the 25 Year Club.  She was a member of the Methodist Church Women’s Club, the Schoharie Co. Hay Shakers Square Dance Club, and the Schoharie Co. Blue Bird Society.  She was married in 1972 to Barney Williams who predeceased her in 1999.  She was also predeceased by her sister Neva Stanton.  She is survived by her son Duane Willoughby of Pattersonville, NY, four step-children, her brother Donald Beroff’44, and her sister Vivian Keller’52.
Catherine Reese VanDyke, 80, of Sharon Springs, died August 18, 2010, after a brief illness.  The daughter of Alex and Carrie Reese, she was a graduate of SSCS Class of 1948 and SUNY Cobleskill in 1959.  She managed the restaurant at Howe Caverns for many years retiring in 1986.  She married Kenneth Van Dyke in 1945 and he predeceased her in 2006.  Survivors include two sons, Richard of Sharon Springs and Robert of Hawaii, and a daughter Susan Dobbs of Spokane, Washington.  She was predeceased by a daughter Constance Goedel in 1975.  Contributions may be made to the Animal Shelter of Schoharie Valley, PO Box 40, Howes Cave, NY 12092.

John (Jack) Empie, 75 , of Fort Plain, NY, died September 6, 2010.  He was the son of Alton and Mary Empie.  He was a graduate of SSCS Class of 1953.  He was a proud member of the US Navy, retiring after 22 years.  He was a member of the American Legion.  Survivors include four daughters, Debra Johnson, Donna Thomas’86, Diane Empie and Denise Empie’90, one brother Richard Empie, and two sisters, Arlene Gajowski’40 and Jean Lettis’43, and 11 grandchildren.  Contributions may be made to Kaps4Kids, c/o Randy Stein, 605 Vermont View Dr., Watervliet, NY  12189, Albany/Saratoga Base.  Interment will be at Saratoga National Cemetery.
Helen DeLuca, 92, died September 8, 2010 in Clearwater, Florida.  A graduate of Cornell University she taught Home Economics at SSCS where she met and married her husband of 56 years, Avery DeLuca, who predeceased her in 1997.  She is survived by her sister Ruth of Camden; three children, Donald’53 of Little Rock, Arkansas, Carol Hunter’66 of Richmond, Indiana, and David’67 of Casco, Maine, eight grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.  Interment will be in Sharon Cemetery in the spring of 2011.  Donations in her memory may be made to the Avery DeLuca Scholar-Athlete Award @ SSCS c/o Lori Webb Box 218 Sharon Springs, NY 13459.
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